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Manchester Academic Health Science Centre (MAHSC)
Women and Children Domain
Open Funding Call

March 2022


Background - MAHSC

Health Innovation Manchester (HInM) is an Academic Health Science and Innovation System, bringing together the Manchester Academic Health Science Centre (MAHSC), Greater Manchester Academic Health Science Network (GM AHSN) and the NIHR Applied Research Collaboration (ARC) Greater Manchester. It was established to align research and innovation to system need and to industry entrepreneurship/resources, overall shortening the journey from discovery to deployment. Leveraging the exceptional academic and clinical assets of the city region, HInM brings together basic research, translational research, clinical demand, and industry know-how and investment under a single umbrella; focused wholly on the needs of a population of 2.8m people.

In April 2020, MAHSC, part of HInM, was officially designated by National Institute for Health Research (NIHR), NHS England and NHS Improvement up to 2025. It is one of only eight academic health science centres in England – and the only one in the North West – designated to research new treatments, improve health education and transform patient care. Its goal is to make new scientific discoveries and shorten the time to turn them into effective treatments to deliver benefits for patients locally and around the world.

The MAHSC discovery and translation strategy is delivered by six domains, each led jointly by an academic and an NHS clinician and chaired by a CEO from a partner Trust. The domains are: Cancer, Cardiovascular & Diabetes, Inflammation & Repair, Mental Health, Neuroscience, and Women & Children, with cross-cutting expertise in applied, digital, and precision health.

Women and Children domain
Manchester aims to be a leading centre in the UK, and internationally, for the promotion of the health and well-being of women and children. The Women and Children Domain collaborates closely with system partners to ensure that scientific discoveries can be channelled towards clinical practice. These collaborations focus on the understanding of gene and genome function and the processes that are fundamental to our understanding of life, such as basic cell and developmental biology processes.
The domain works across these broad speciality areas:
· Obstetrics
· Paediatrics
· Genomics
· Gynaecology
· Nursing/midwifery
Funding Call

The MAHSC Women and Children Domain is providing funding of up to £10,000* for innovative ideas, projects, and people across its speciality areas. These funds may be used for, but are not limited to the following:

· Step up and Boost: awards to buy time to be released from clinical and other sessions in order to have more time to dedicate to:
·  a grant application, 
· a project, 
· relevant research training, etc. This could include funding to back-fill both a research mentee and mentor.
· Small project: awards to provide pump-prime funding for a larger external grant, particularly where these involve more than one MAHSC partner.

*Funding requests of more than £10,000 will be considered if costs can be fully justified

Further particulars

· Applications can consist of either or a combination of:
· Staff costs
· Consumables and other costs involved with a project
· The domain strongly encourages applications that cut across the speciality areas in the domain and across MAHSC, including applications from more than one institution, eg NHS Trust, Higher Education Institutes.
· The domain is keen to fund nurses, midwives, and allied health professionals (NMAHPs) –  applications from these groups are encouraged.
· Applications must have the approval of the applicant’s Clinical Director/line manager/or Head of Research Centre.
· Applications must consult, at the earliest opportunity, with their R&I departments, or research support managers, to get appropriate approvals and costings.
· It is important that projects within MAHSC lead to excellence in health research, education, or patient care. It is recognised that the projects funded by these awards may not achieve direct benefit within a short time span, but the pathway should be clear.

Who can apply?

· The awards are open to all researchers and health professionals working within Higher Education or the NHS within Greater Manchester. We particularly encourage applications from nursing, midwifery and allied health professions, including clinical and biomedical scientists.

What are the timeframes?

· Closing date for applications is Friday 15th April 2022
· The work funded by the grant should be completed by 1st July 2023

How do I apply?

· Applications should be made on the attached application form and be submitted to MAHSC@healthinnovationmanchester.com  
· Informal enquiries can be made to the domain project manager via the above email. 

What is the selection process?

· This is a competitive process. The MAHSC Women and Children domain Operational Group will review all applications and make the final decision on projects to fund.

Reporting

· Successful applicants will provide a six-monthly progress report (max 500 words) and a final report on the outcomes (max 500 words) to the Women and Children domain Operational Group within 6 months of the project completion date.
· Funding may be withdrawn at any point if it is felt that insufficient progress has been made.
· All outputs arising from this work must acknowledge the support of the Manchester Academic Health Science Centre and Health Innovation Manchester.
· They will be expected to present their achievements at a Women and Children domain showcase event.
· The awarding committee reserves the right to publicise these investments in the public domain and it is your responsibility to state clearly in your application if there are any potential issues (e.g. intellectual property) which need to be considered.


[image: ]For further information, please contact: 

Pete Mellor
MAHSC Women and Children Domain
Email: MAHSC@healthinnovationmanchester.com 


Application Form: Open Funding Call
MAHSC Women and Children domain 

		Name:




	Lead Applicant:




	Lead Institution:




	Contact details:




	Co-applicants and their host institution(s):



	Estimated duration for initiative:



	Type of award you are applying for:
☐Small Project
☐Step up and Boost


	Amount you are applying for:



	Name and contact of Clinical Director/Head of Research/ Clinical Collaborator approval:




☐  I confirm I have received appropriate approvals and costings from my R&I department or research support manager




Information on the initiative / project that the award will fund

	Title of the grant application: (max 30 words)






	Aims and objectives of project: (250 words)






	Summary of Costs: (Please provide an overview of the budget and a justification of how you will use it):


	Summary of proposed initiative: (please include a timeline, milestones and a Gantt chart/table (750-1000 words)

If small project, details of the external funding being sought and its deadline

If Step up and Boost, details of what buying out the clinical time would achieve. If considering a mentor, please include their details and expertise.





	Expected outcomes: (250 words)






	Potential Impact of this initiative: (250 words)








Please return via email to MAHSC@healthinnovationmanchester.com
by Friday 15th April 2022
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