Manchester Academic Health Science Centre (MAHSC)


MAHSC Cancer Domain – Project Competition 2025
Purpose

To outline the process for applying to the MAHSC Cancer Domain for funds to invest in projects and initiatives that will help in the delivery of the Domain’s objectives, namely, to support transformational change in cancer related life sciences for the benefit of Greater Manchester patients and citizens. 
Background
· £104,375 is available in this financial year for a number of clinico-research projects that further the Cancer Domain of MAHSC’s key objectives
· The focus for this year’s competition is exclusively on Primary Care Cancer Research (see below) 

· Applications are limited to a maximum £20K allocation. Projects must be completed, and funds spent before end of July 2025
· Applications are open from 20th November 2024 and close on 5th January 2025 (late applications will not be accepted)
· Decision expected January 2025
Objectives and Priorities
The focus of this competition round is exclusively on primary care focussed research that contribute to the advancement and implementation of cancer diagnostics, therapeutics and supportive care. Proposals for funding need to address one or more of the following domain priorities:
Domain objectives
· Develop and evaluate high impact cancer innovations that improve early diagnosis, survival, care, and the patient experience

· Act to reduce inequalities 

· Stimulate, support and champion Greater Manchester research, education and innovation

· Align research, education, and clinical care missions to improve patient outcomes and population health 
For this year’s competition, the emphasis and priority - while still reflecting the above domain objectives – will be for primary care focussed research that contribute to the domain’s ambition with a particular emphasis on early career investigators or allied health professionals leading on projects that would facilitate continuity of research or a theme linked to the seed funding that MAHSC awards.
Applications from across the spectrum of primary care are welcomed – including AI and digital projects - pre-clinical and clinical as well as those that support and empower cancer patients to take greater control of their healthcare. Applications are also encouraged from multidisciplinary teams that demonstrate interdisciplinary working.
Preference will also be given to fund projects:

· Ready to start at short notice
· Where the results can rapidly translate into clinical practice to impact patient care 
· Where strong clinical, research and education leadership is evident
· Where a GM perspective is taken, and the GM impact clearly defined
· Where there is a line of sight to larger grant applications

Signposting:

Applicants should highlight here how their proposal aligns to larger grant applications

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Applicants must confirm that “they have received appropriate approvals and costings from their R&I department or research support manager” for all MAHSC calls.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________________
Process
Applicants complete the form at Appendix A and submit to Yvonne Clooney (Y.clooney@nhs.net). This will be reviewed by the Domain committee and a response will be provided by early January, confirming whether the application was successful and if so, the amount of funding provided. 

Successful applicants will have a funded place reserved for them - or a member of their project team - to attend the prestigious Ca-PRI conference 2025, which will take place 29th – 30th April at The Lowry, Salford, Manchester.
Successful applicants will be required to provide regular highlight reports updating the Committee of the projects’ development along with presentations as/when required. This will be coordinated through the secretariat.

The following framework will be used when assessing applications:
	Criteria
	Rationale

	Meeting Domain objectives and priorities
	Proposal must align with and explicitly support Domain objectives and priorities as set out above

	Well evidenced
	Proposal must have supporting evidence that it can deliver against its aims/objectives

	Implementation/adoption
	Must have a clear plan - with milestones - for implementation/adoption/usage and/or next steps

	Benefit/outcome expected
	Clear articulation of expected benefits and outcome and how this directly impacts the GM health and care system


APPENDIX A
	MAHSC – Cancer Domain: 

Funding justification

	Proposer:

	Title:

	Rationale: 
Overview of the project and how this proposal can help (<300 words)

	

	Summary: 
Detail the project (which of the above objectives and priorities are met with this proposal -  

<100 words)


Include a single paragraph lay summary

	


	Impact/Legacy:
Benefit/Outputs, how this will be measured and timeframe (<200 words)



Likely additional impact to research and innovation delivery capabilities over time




Future opportunities this work may encourage how they seek to build 




capacity/capability in cancer




Anticipated enduring legacy of the proposal

	

	Project Risks:
Outline key risks and actions to mitigate (<200 words)

	

	Funding considerations:
Confidence of being able to spend the funding applied for (<200 words)




Fully costed plan





Clarity on who would host the funding, and necessary support





Actions to mitigate risk of underspend (as this award must be spent prior to 



31st July 2025

	


